From: Ryan Moehring

To: Chris Servheen; Michael Thabault; Will Meeks; Seth Willey; Gavin Shire; Matt Hogan; serena_baker@fws.gov
Subject: RE: Draft talking points to announce the decision to move forward with a delisting proposal
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2015 5:25:24 PM

Adding Serena to the string.

From: Servheen, Chris [mailto:chris_servheen@fws.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, September 30, 2015 5:02 PM

To: Michael Thabault; Will Meeks; Seth Willey; Ryan Moehring; Gavin Shire; Matt Hogan
Subject: Draft talking points to announce the decision to move forward with a delisting proposal

To date our public position has been that the Director has not reached a decision to move
forward with adelisting proposal. Here are afew talking points to announce a change in this
position:

e The Director of the Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has reached a decision and has
directed Service biologists to develop a proposal to delist the Y ellowstone grizzly
population based on the fact that the population is recovered and adequate regul atory
mechanisms are in place to assure the long-term health of this important grizzly
population and its habitat.

e Thisprocesswill involve publishing a proposed rule in the Federal Register to delist the
Y ellowstone grizzly population, followed by a public comment period and public
hearings. There will also be peer review of the proposal. The publication of the
proposal and the start of the public comment processis still several months away. Upon
completion of the public comment process, the Service will evaluate the comments and
the peer reviews and make a decision to move forward with delisting or not.

e Thisproposal will only potentially impact the Y ellowstone grizzly population. All other
grizzly bear populations in the states of Montana, |daho, and Washington will remain
listed.

» The objective of the Endangered Species Act (Act) isto get listed speciesto the point at
which protection under the Act isno longer required. Thus, eventual recovery and
delisting is the objective of the Act and all the work the agencies have been doing to
recover this grizzly population over the past 35 years has been directed toward this
delisting objective.

Chris

Christopher Servheen, Ph.D.

Grizzly Bear Recovery Coordinator

Region 6 White Nose Syndrome Coordinator
Polar Bear Recovery Team

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

University Hall 309

University of Montana

Missoula, Montana 59812

406-243-4903

fax 406-329-3212
http://www.cfc.umt.edu/GrizzlyBearRecovery/
http://www.fws.gov/whitenosesyndrome/

"Try to learn something about everything and everything about something.” - Thomas Huxley.
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